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(54) Sack supporting device 

(57) A device for supporting a sack 
suitable for garden use comprises a 
frame for the sack formed as a closed 
loop from at least two detachably 
connected members 1 ,2 and a pair of 
legs 5. The loop members and legs may 
be of metal tube and joined by 
ptug-and-socket joints. Spring clips 9 
may snap over the frame to clamp the 
edge of the sack to the frame. 


FIG1 



The drawing(s) originally filed was (were) informal and the print here reproduced is taken from a later filed formal copy. 
The claims were filed later than the filing cate with : n the period prescribed by Rule 25(1 ) of tife Patents Rules 1 982. 
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SPECIFICATION 

Sack supporting device 

5 This invention relates to a device for supporting a 
sack which is particularly but not exclusively suita- 
ble for use in gardens for disposal of weeds, grass 
cuttings and other garden refuse. 
According to one aspect of the invention a de- 

10 vice supporting a sack comprises a frame forming 
a closed loop receiving and supporting the mouth 
of an open sack, the loop being formed of at least 
two peripherally extending members detachably 
connected together at their ends, and a pair of legs 

15 detachably connected to and extending down- 
wardly from the loop for supporting the loop 
above the ground. 

The members forming the loop may be con- 
nected to each other, and the legs connected to the 

20 loop, by plug-and-socket joints. The loop members 
and legs may be of tubular metal and each plug at- 
. tached to one member may enter a socket formed 
by the open end of the tube forming the other 
member. 

25 The legs should be shaped so that the device is 
stable when standing on a reasonably level surface 
and the height of the legs should be such that the 
sack bottom is supported by the ground on which 
the device stands. The edge of the open sack will 

30 be folded over- the loop from the inside and if de- 
sired one or more removable clips may be pro- 
vided to retain the edge of the sack on the loop. 

Devices for supporting sacks according to em- 
bodiments of the invention will now be described 

35 with reference to the accompanying drawings in 
which: 

Figure 1 is an exploded view of a device for sup- 
porting sacks, 
Figure 2 shows the device of Figure 1 in the as- 
40 sembled condition, and 

Figure 3 shows another embodiment of a device 
for supporting a sack. 

The device shown in Figure 1 comprises a pair of 
generally U-shaped members 1 and 2 made by 
45 bending mild steel tubes of which the ends come 
together to form a rectangular frame. The open 
ends of tube 1 are provided with outwardly proj- 
ecting aluminium plugs 3 to fit, tightly but remova- 
bly, in the respective ends of member 2 to hold the 
50 frame together. 

Member 1 also has a pair of downwardly extend- 
ing aluminium plugs 4 which fit, tightly but remov- 
ably, into the open ends of downwardly extending 
legs 5. The lower ends of the legs are themselves 
55 attachable, by similar plug-and-socket connections, 
to cross-piece 6 connecting the lower ends of the 
legs together. The assembled device is shown in 
Figure 2. 

Members 1 and 2 are dimensioned so that the 
60 frame can receive the mouth of a standard type of 
plastic sack 7 with the edge 8 of the sack folded 
over the frame. The frame is preferably such that 
the material of the mouth of the sack, when ap- 
plied to the frame as shown in Figure 2, is fairly 
65 tight and the frame can then retain the sack in po- 


sition without additional holding means. However 
if desired a pair of spring clips 9, formed of sheet 
metal strips bent through more than 180°, may be 
provided to snap fit over members 1 and 2 and 

70 clamp the edge of the sack to the frame. The edges 
of clips 9 are provided with out-turned flanges so 
that they are easily removed to allow removal of 
the sack from the frame. 
The legs 5 have generally horizontal lower por- 

75 tions so that the assembled device can stand up- 
right on the ground and the legs are of such length 
that the bottom of the sack, when the sack is 
mounted on the frame, rests on the ground thus 
relieving the weight of material contained. 

80 When the device is assembled with the sack as 
described above the mouth of the sack is held 
open and any kind of waste, such as garden weeds 
and grass clippings, is easily deposited in the sack. 
As the sack is supported by the ground there is lit- 

85 tie risk of the sack splitting under the weight of its 
contents. The sack is easily removed, by releasing 
clips 9 if they are used, and replaced by an empty 
sack. 

The legs are shaped so that the frame is set at a 
90 convenient angle from the horizontal to receive 
material fed into the sack. Clip 9, when present, 
provides protection for the sack material when a 
container such as a box for grass clippings is emp- 
tied into the sack, by preventing the container rub- 
95 bing against the sack material so that the sack 
might be torn. 

The device is easily and rapidly assembled and 
dismantled and has little bulk in the dismantled 
state. When assembled the device is light, easily 
100 moved and occupies much less space than an ordi- 
nary wheelbarrow. Production of the device of Fig- 
ures 1 and 2 does not require welding. 

The embodiment shown in Figure 3 is generally 
similar to that of Figures 1 and 2. However in this 
105 case the plug-and-socket connections are of 

square, rather than round, cross-section and there 
is no need to provide a cross-piece for the legs as 
the square plugs 4 prevent rotation of the legs. 

In both the embodiments described the devices 
1 10 may be made of mild steel tubing protected from 
corrosion by galvanising, zinc coating or other cor- 
rosion protection methods. The plugs of the plug- 
and-socket connections may be of aluminium or al- 
uminium alloy. 

115 

CLAIMS 

1. A device for supporting a sack comprising a 
frame forming a closed loop for receiving and sup- 

120 porting the mouth of an open sack, the loop being 
formed of at least two peripherally extending 
members detachably connected together at their 
ends, and a pair of legs detachably connected to 
and extending downwardly from the loop for sup- 

125 porting the loop above the ground. 

2. A device according to claim 1, in which the 
members forming the loop are attached to each 
other by plug-and-socket joints. 

3. A device according to claim 1 or 2, in which 
130 the legs are attached to the loop by plug-and- 
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socket joints. 

4. A device according to claim 2 or 3, in which 
the loop members and legs are of metal tube and 
each plug is attached to a member and may enter 

5 a socket formed by the open end of the tube of an- 
other member. 

5. A device according to any preceding claim, 
comprising a pair of spring clips dimensioned to 
snap fit over the frame to clamp the edge of a sack 

10 to the frame. 

6. A device for supporting a sack, substantially 
as hereinbefore described with reference to Figures 
1 and 2 or 3 of the accompanying drawings. 
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